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Statement by Minister for Regional Development 

MR D.T. REDMAN (Warren–Blackwood — Minister for Regional Development) [1.04 pm]: I rise today to 
inform the house of my recent visit to China. I travelled from 30 August to 5 September to visit Shanghai and 
Hong Kong and the province of Zhejiang. The principal purpose of the visit was to attend the signing of an 
Aboriginal development package between the Miriuwung Gajerrong Corporation and Kimberley Agricultural 
Investment, a subsidiary of the Shanghai Zhongfu group. This was a significant milestone event for the 
continued expansion of the Ord irrigation scheme and the development of the Knox Plain, which will see around 
6 000 additional hectares of land come into agricultural production. 

The Aboriginal development package has an estimated value to the Miriuwung Gajerrong Corporation and 
people of $8.8 million to be realised over a period of years as the project develops. I took the opportunity to 
strengthen the existing relationship between the Shanghai Zhongfu group and the Western Australian 
government and to reinforce our shared and long-term commitment to facilitating the development of the Ord’s 
potential in partnership with the Miriuwung Gajerrong traditional owners and the local community. In addition 
to spending time with the Shanghai Zhongfu group, I held 12 meetings with Chinese central and provincial 
government agencies, state-owned enterprises, diplomatic corps, consultants and private investors. 

Whilst in Hong Kong, I attended the Asia Fruit Logistica, which attracts more than 9 200 trade visitors from 
70 different countries. The event showcases fruit and vegetable products and producers from across the world, 
including a number of Western Australian representatives such as AUSVEG and the Southern Forests 
Food Council from the Manjimup region. 

The visit reinforced the significant opportunities for Western Australia in outbound trade to China, particularly 
in agriculture, fine foods and wine, and tourism. The potential for export is not limited to Chinese capital or 
demand; it is limited by our ability to meet this demand at scale and competitively against other developed 
countries. Government support to target, coordinate and facilitate trade and development effort with China is 
critical. This visit has served to reinforce the importance of the Liberal–National government’s 
Seizing the Opportunity Agriculture policy, and in particular the WA Open for Business initiative, as a valuable 
entry point for midscale overseas investment. Lastly, I take this opportunity to express my appreciation to the 
diligent and hardworking staff of the Department of State Development’s China office, who arranged the visit 
and accompanied my delegation. I would like to table a copy of the report 
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